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	Glossary:
The Elements of a Short Story
short short story => short story => novelette/novella => novel


1.
A short story is a fictitious narrative, which is shorter than a novel. It has


-   the artificial pattern of a (tightly-knit) plot with a 


beginning (opening situation/exposition)
middle (developing conflict/rising action + climax + turning point) 

end (falling action = success or failure for the protagonist/hero = solution/denouement; a surprising end is called a "punch-line")

-
the plot organizes the action, thought, and interactions of the story's charac​ters (in single episodes, or consistently and causally linked, or ...)

-
it evokes expectation, suspense and surprise from the reader

-
often to be found: conflicts developing into action. Conflicts can occur between the protagonist (hero/heroine) and the antagonist (opponent of the first), between the protagonist and society, ... and nature ... it may even take place within the protagonist's own mind.

-
often deals with one main event and with the development of one character

2.
What makes a short story short? => Limitations of:


	character
	setting
	action

	time

	The character's personality is revealed through:

description of outer appearance; direct comments on his/her character (telling); by what he/she does, says or thinks; by showing what other people think or say about him/her
	place, time, social circumstances etc. in which the events of a novel or short story take place.
	can be "extern​al" or "internal" (= inside the character)
	



How is this achieved?

-
a lot of information is only implied/suggested, not stated directly

-
a meaningful repetition of key-words, phrases or a leitmotif
-
passages, that seem to be superfluous, are meaningful, too

-
the form of the opening (abrupt) and end

-
a certain focus on: the course and outcome of the events; the state of mind and motivation; on the moral quali​ties in the protagonists; on external/internal "action";  on ...

-
use of symbols => look at the language/style/narrative tech​nique...

+


Every detail is subordinated to a single effect (a unity of effect or impression)

Edgar Allen Poe (one of the "originators" of the short story)

3.
Point of view is important for an interpretation of the short story. 


Narrative texts are texts told by someone, the narrator, who is rarely identical with the author. Instead, the author creates the narrator and tells the story from the narrator's point of view. Depending on the type of narrator chosen, the point of view or perspective is limited to a greater or lesser degree. So there can be
authorial/omniscient narrators - first-person narrators - figural narrators.


You will get more information on this topic later. From a "reliable" or an "unreliable" narra​tor?

4.
There is of course much more to the short story. You can always write one that defies most of the above mentioned characteristics... Slice-of-live? Absurd? Factual? Meta?... ==> Short Story! 





Start writing.

This is, again, a work in progress. It waits for your inspiring questions and additions!

And for your own short stories.

